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Hotcake Wet Film Thickness Gauge
Quick Start Manual

INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE

1.	 The “Hotcake” paint thickness gauge consists of a circular aluminum disc 
with spaced calibrated notches, and recessed flat faces below the rim. The 
hole in the center allows the thumb and index finger to hold the gauge and 
roll it over easily across the wet paint film to be measured. The outer rim of 
the disc is completely wetted, while the inner flats, at depths from 1 - 100 
mils (.001” - .100”) are only wetted according to the coating thickness of the 
wet paint film.

2.	 Roll the “Hotcake” WFT gauge across the surface in a perpendicular position 
to wet the numbered faces below the surface of the paint film. After rolling 
the gauge (or slightly rocking when areas are small) inspect the notched 
faces. The wet film thickness lies between the highest non-wetted and 
wetted faces.

3.	 The “Hotcake” wet film thickness gauge should be cleaned immediately 
after use to avoid drying of the paint. Dried paint is more difficult to remove. 
Brush repeatedly with a stiff brush (tooth brush) using thinner or water 
depending on whether the paint is oil or water based.


